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AGRICULTURAL  EXPERIMENT  STATION  OF  THE  UNL 
VERSITY  OF  NEBRASKA  AND  UNITED  STATES 
DEPARTMENT  OP  AGRICULTURE 
COOPERATING 
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SUMMARY  BY  LINES 


Tenure  was  studied  on  about  1140  farms  in  ten  areas.    Pages  8-5. 

Nebraska  farm  tenancy  is  growing  rapidly  when  measured  by  acre- 
ages,  farm  values,  or  numbers  of  farms.    Pages  5-8. 

Twice  as  many  of  the  owners  as  of  the  tenants  studied  are  loreign- 
born.    Pages  8  and  9.  j>    ^  4.v^ 

Operators  of  all  tenures  average  about  four  miles  from  the  mam 
community.    Pages  9-11. 

The  nearest  hospital  is  more  than  seventeen  miles  from  the  average 

farm  home  studied.    Page  11.  ,  i>«-o= 

Church  and  Sunday  School  are  less  than  four  miles  away.  Pages 

The  common  school  averages  a  mile  and  a  half  away,  but  is  much 
farther  in  many  cases.    Page  13.  ^  a    ^    u  ^«»{«o. 

Two-fifths  of  the  farms  studied  were  not  rented  at  all  durmg  the 

Tenant  shif?  from  farm  to  farm  about  twice  as  often  aj  o^ers, 
but  a  mtle  less  than  twice  as  often  as  part-owners.    Pages  16  ^ndVJ. 

A  third  of  the  farmers  of  all  tenures  have  been  on  the  same  farms 
for  more  than  ten  years.    Pages  18  and  19.  . 

^^Thretfiurths  have  free  mail  delivery.    Pages  22  and  23. 

ISihnSShbors  more  frequently  than  owners.    Pages  24-26. 
Church  attendance  is  reported  by  more  than  tnre^ins^^ 

"-"^^  t^  ~th:te^/ 

SaVon«  oT^wSmri^e"™^^^^^  " 
UtUe  less  than  a  fifth  of  them  are  members  of  lodges     Pages  26-30 

Only  74  offices  were  held  by  the  1141  farmers  studied-almost  hall 
in  farmers'  organizations.    Pages  SO  and  31. 

^Thout  a  sixth  of  all  farmers  report  playing  outdoor  games,  bi> 

Musical  instruments  of  some  kind  are  found  in  nearly  three  honn 

out  of  four.    Pages  32-37.  ■  .     ^  Aar^,'^'- 

Fairs  Dicnics.  parties,  celebrations,  games,  moving  pictures,  dan  t.  • 

quency  of  mention.    Pages  37-43. 

Wliat  else  to  read  on  these  subjects.    Pages  43-50, 
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Nebraska  Farm  Tenancy  ^ 

SOME  COMMUNITY  PHASES 

J.  O.  RANKIN  1 

Scope  and  location. — ^Fann  tenancy  and  its  effects  are  of 
interest  and  importance  from  both  economic  and  socio- 
logical standpoints.  This  study  will  restrict  itself  largely 
to  the  community  phases  of  land  tenure  as  indicated  by  a 
study  of  1141  Nebraska  farms  in  ten  areas  whose  locations 
are  indicated  in  Figure  1. 


The 


Fig.  1.— AREAS  SURVEYED 

Between  100  and  125  farms  w«re  studied  per  area  except  in  Logan  County, 
cross  indieatee  the  snrvejr  aude  in  eooperation  ^th  the  Intorelinrdb  Worid 
ment. 

Tenure  distribution. — Table  1  shows  the  number  of 
owner»  part-owner,  and  tenant  farms  studied  in  each  of 
the  areas  except  the  Geneva  area  where  the  part-owner 

^Based  mainly  on  the  results  of  a  survey  conducted  in  cooperation  with  Drs.  C. 
J.  Galpin  and  L.  C.  Gray  of  the  Bureau  of  Affrieultural  Economics,  United  States 
Department  of  Agriculture.  Similar  but  not  strictly  comparable  data  are  available 
from  about  a  hundred  farms  surveyed  in  cooperation  with  the  Interchurch  World 
Movement  but  not  included  in  most  of  the  tables.  Data  from  the  sand-hill  area 
are  also  omitted  from  most  of  the  tables,  leaving  982  farms  as  the  >isTial  number 
included  in  the  tables.  Acknowledgments  are  due  various  members  of  the  University 
of  Nebraska  faculty  for  counsel  and  suggestions  and  to  one  or  two  field  men  m  each 
of  the  areas  for  securing  schedules  and  jictures.  The  pictures  were  in  part  taken 
for  the  survey  and  in  part  secured  from  the  stocks  of  various  local  amateur  and 
professional  photographers.  To  the  Agricultural  Editor  is  due  credit  for  sMi 
matters  as  typography,  make-up,  and  some  of  the  mechanics  of  literary  style. 

Earlier  bulletins  published  on  the  basis  of  this  survey  are:   

Reading  Matter  In  Nebraska  Farm  Homes:  Univ*  of  Ncfor.  Agr.  Esp.  Sta.  BnL 
IXO.  1922.    pp.  27.     figs.  8.     Lincoln.  Out  of  print.  *  ^ 

The  Nebraska  Farm  Family:  Some  Land  Tenure  Phases.  Untv,  of  Nebr.  Agr. 
Kxp.  Sta.  Bui,   185.     1928.    pp.  81.    fiffs.  8,  Lincoln 

^    Nebraska  Farm  Homes:    A  Comparison  of  Some  Living  Conditions  of  Owners. 
Part-owners*  and  Tenants.    Univ.  of  Nebr.  Agr.  Exp.  Sta.  Bui.  191.  1M8.  ^  48 
18.  Lincoln. 
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farms  were  included  with  owner-operated  farms.  ™s  in- 
formation is  given  to  help  m  the  mterpretetion  of^^ 
tables,  not  to  indicate  the  true  distribution  of  Nebraska 
farmers  among  the  various  tenure  groups^^®'^*  P^S" 
owners,  share-cash  tenants,  share  tenants,  cash  tenante, 
and  managers.  The  United  States  Census  figures  ni  Table 
2  give  the  land  tenure  groups  for  the  enUre  state  for  1920. 


Tabo!  1.— Owners,  part-owners,  and  tenants  studied^ 


Town  iB  area 


Total 


Nehawka. . 

Filley  

Milligan .  .  . 
Geneva*.  .  . 
Fairfield .  . 
Stromsburg. 
Walthill.... 
Cambridge . 

Grant  

StaidetoB. 


C^Hiaty 

All 
operators 

Owners 

Part- 
owners 

Tenants 

Man- 
agm 

AU 

Share- 
cash 

Share 

Cash 

1,141 

412 

159 

661 

319 

178 

64 

9 

Can  

121 

46 

10 

62 

32 

26 

4 

3 
0 

126 

44 

14 

68 

54 

11 

3 

Gase  

Filunore . . . 

125 

59 

14 

SZ 

37 

14 

1 

0 

107 

41 

66 

43 

11 

12 

0 

Fillmore . . . 

110 

31 

i6 

63 

45 

16 

2 

0 

Clay  

Polk  

125 

48 

18 

58 

41 

14 

3 

1 

Thurston.  . 

127 

26 

30 

69 

26 

11 

32 

2 

125 

64 

7 

51 

82 

15 

4 

3 

Furnas .  .  . . 
Perldiia  

123 

27 

47 

49 

8 

39 

2 

0 

Logan  

52 

26 

3 

23 

1  ' 

21 

1 

.The  census  definition  of  each  of  these  terms  ot"%«.t^ei%n^^^ 
therefore  includes  the  :'h«Xi?terha8  no^^^^^^^  to  ?he  mortgaged  or  un- 

it  from  someone  else,     fhis  aeflnitiOT  MB  whose  land  is  mortgaged  is 

mortgaged  condition  of  the  ope^-^tor  s  land.    An  owner  wno8e  xa^  fraction 

?S«arded  as  a  full  owner,  not  »P«^V°.  fixed  Jmount  of  money  or  other  commodity. 
Of  his  crop  as  rent  the  cash  tenant  a  ^j,^  jor  part  of  the  Und  and 

:a^'h^%\'h\";^nd?x^«sSy\S''a!>d°'^^^  ^  ^ 

•***4iSt^«»  B«t  WP««*dy  wrUd  in  the  Geneva  ar«. 


The  purpose  of  the  survey  upon  which  Table  1  is  based 
was  not  to  duplicate  the  work  of  the  census  fhownm  Table 
2  but  to  compare  the  economic  and  social  well-being  ot 
owners  and  tenants.  For  this  purpose  the  enumerators 
were  asked  to  get  as  nearly  as  possible  equal  n^m^^^ 
owner  and  tenant  records.  As  no  such  selectave  mnueyce 
was  exercised  looking  toward  securing  reports  from  the 
of  equal  numbers  of  cash,  share,  and  share-cash 
tenants.  Table  1  should  give  a  reasonably  accurate  indica- 
™of  the  distribution  of  tenants  among  these  three  tenant 
cTouDs  in  the  localities  studied.         ,     .  ...  „ 

The  most  striking  tenure  distribution  Pecuharities 
shown  byTndividSl  arias  in  Table  1  are  those  for  the  Wf^t- 
hill  and  Grant  areas  in  Thurston  and  Perkins  Counties 
at  opposite  corners  of  the  state.    The  WaltluU  area  has 

an  unusually  high  percentage  of  P^^-^f  la^d  is 
t^nts  because  of  the  presence  of  Indian  lands.  This  land  is 
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of  the  fam/^tt!^^^^^^^^^  .  third 

a  third  were  those  of  share  ^^.nl.*^^^®"  """^  ""'""st 


Table  2.— Tenancy  and  own^sMp  in  Nebraska:  lSSO-1020^ 


Year 

Farms 

Total 
percent 

Owners* 

Tenimts 

Managers 

Farms 

Per  cent 

Farms 

Percent 

Farms 

1  Percent 

1920 
1910 
1900 
1890 
1880 

124,417 
129.678 
121,525 
113,608 
63,387 

100 
100 
100 
100 
100 

69,672 
79,250 
75,583 
85,525 
51*963 

56.0 
61.1 
62.2 
75.3  1 
81^ 

53,430 
49.441 
44.810 
28,083 
11.424 

42.9 
38.1 
36.9 
24.7 
18.1 

1.315 
987 
1.132 

•  •  ■  • 

l.l 
0.8 
0*9 

•  •  • 

W.»^i«„So"r"=  Sft-.    Volum,  Vn.  1«  ff.    Thirteenth  Censu.  XOIO 

'^^t^^L^'^^O?'"'^*^^^^^^^^         ^<--»  VI.  Part  VI.  P„t  1.    35  ff.  '  raa,.' 
•i^-ownen  are  not  included  here. 


CaOWTH  OF  tenancy  in  NEBRASKA:  1880.1920 

tend^TTncr^r'^f  *?n^^^        ^^  '^.^     ^'^^  ex- 

but  the  properties  mav  li  T^^.^,  °*  ""^  Properties 
measured  bFan  to^S2^m«th^2!^  m  k"  value.  As 

growing  rapidly.         "ne^od".  Nebraska  farm  tenancy  is 

and  tera^S'f;J,SiZ*„' ^"-"Pare  owner 
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every  five,  were  ope«jted  bytena^t^  ^X:^^""^ 

are  now  operated  by  «?Jjf*^JfSne-hak  times  as 

-Tafin^sU-aralb^P^^^ 

L^'S^Xd-^era^y-r  By«  pl^entage  h.d 


United  StmteB 

West  North 
Central  States 

Nebraska 

1920 

1910 

1900 

1920 

1910 

1900 

1920 

lyiu 

38.1 

37.0 

35.3 

34.2 

30.9 

29.6 

42.9 

38.1 

36.9 

33.9 

27.3 
34.3 

27.1 
32.9 

Acreage 

27.7 

25.8 

23.3 

32.0 

27.0 

23.6 

34.9 

32.7 

30.2 

35.8 

30.6 

27.0 

41.1 

Improved  

42.7 

38.6 
37.5 

33.0 
31-1 

Value  ^ 

35.9 

31.5 

28.6 

i  38.7 

32.7 

27.7 

42.0 

All  farm  property  

34.9 

30.8 

27.5 

38.0 

31.9 

26.7 

.A.ricuHuro:  Ge.e.al  Report  and  Analysis.  Voln^e  V.  129  «.  Fourteentl. 
^"•ffiJtre.  TeS^tf  ?or  States.  Volume  VI.  Part  1.  X9  if.  Fourteenth  Cen- 
SUB.    1920.  Washington. 


'^^'^if.^rST^^^  these  Nebras^».«L'-T„"1f00 
were  below  the  average  * f  *f  "^HavM^of  those  of 
?h1  crt^^Sr:/:fa         °  "ut«20  that  .ead 

states  as  a  whole.^        ^       ,    ^r^^^^c^^r  r»prppntaee  more 
Nebraska  has  also  risen  in  ^^^^F^ r,l^,^T£l^^^^ox.- 
rapidly  than  the  group  of  West  North  ^^^^^l^l^'^^l^^^,^. 
sideied  as  a  whole.    N  ^braska  IS       f  ^'^gher  pei- 

IXirofrea^Ie-d-lLl^^^^^^^^^^ 

Census.    1»10.  Washmgton. 
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fnTl^!^rI  f^^'  mV'^^'',^  ^'  '^^^^^  was  little  or  no  tenancy 
in  the  western  Nebraska  counties  in  1880.  but  in  some  of  the 

of  the"fiiS?J  w^*  ^^^'^^y       forty  Ter  cent 

f ^^^t         ^^^^  operated  by  tenants  ^  Even 
the  western  counties,  however,  have  made  such  rapid  in- 
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crease  that  they  are  rapidly  overtaking  those  of  the  eastern 
part  ot  the  state  in  tenancy  percentages,  altho  in  1880  a 
considerable  part  of  western  Nebraska  farm  lands  had  not 

yet  been  homesteaded. 

Acreages  and  values.— In  1900  for  the  first  time  we  ob- 
tained some  data  on  the  acreages  and  values  of  tenant  farms 
n  'i^^E?^^^  w^***  **^^se  operated  by  owners.  For  the 
united  btates  as  a  whole,  one  writer  savs,  "There  danger 
that  the  country  may  be  lulled  to  indifference  bv  reports 
that  the  rate  of  increase  of  farm  tenancy  in  the  United 
btates  IS  rapidly  diminishing.  It  is  true  that  the  number 
^^^^^."a"^,  farms  per  thousand  grew  from  353  in  1900  to 

TqioV"  lo^on  -f^''  increase  of  five  per  cent,  whereas  from 
1910  to  1920  It  grew  from  870  to  881,  an  increase  of  only  three 
per  cent.  When  ^neasured  on  the  basis  of  acreage  and  value 
however,  the  number  of  rented  acres  per  thousand  and  the 

•Agriculture:    General  Statistics.    70  ff.    Tenth  Census.    188«.  WMhineton. 
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number  of  dollars'  worth  of  rented  land  per  thousand  not  only 
was  greater  than  that  shown  on  the  preceding  basis  but  has 
been  growing  at  much  faster  rates  during  both  of  the  de- 
cades since  1900,  especially  during  the  decade  just  ended. 

While  the  proportion  of  rented  farms  increased  but  three 
per  cent  between  1910  and  1920,  the  proportion  of  leased 
property  values  and  of  leased  acreage  increased  eleven 
per  cent."^ 

Racial  and  national. — The  counties  in  which  the  areas 
studied  are  located  are  all  below  the  state  average  in  per- 


Fig.  3.— A  SOUTHEASTERN  NEBRASKA  SCHOOL 
This  is  a  schoolhouse  of  the  newer  type  now  being  erected  by  many  districts 
which  have  not  yet  seen  their  way  elewr  to  crasolidatlon. 


centage  of  foreign-born  whites  among  their  population, 
except  Fillmore  and  Clay  Counties  which  are  just  a  little 
over  the  state  average.  In  percentage  of  native-born 
whites  of  foreign  or  mixed  parentage,  the  nine  counties 
stand  slightly  below  the  state  average  altho  Polk  County 
and  Clay  and  Fillmore  Counties  stand  a  little  above  the 
state  average  on  this  point  also. 

Nearly  an  eighth  of  all  Nebraska  farm  tenants  are  for- 
eign born  as  compared  with  a  quarter  of  the  owner 
operators.  The  counties  represented  by  the  areas  studied 
are  distinctly  lower  in  foreign-born  p&rcentage  among 

'Stewart  C.  L.  The  Persistent  IncTMse  of  Tenant  Farmin*.  Jour,  of  Am.  SUt^ 
Asspc.  18.,  June,  J922.  pp.  177-180. 
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cSs  in  mo'ft  llfel  '^Thf  "  ^'t  '^^^^  the 
whites  and  na?fve-bo?n  wht.  f  ^^?«^es  of  foreign-born 
age  are  lower  in  the  i  ur^  co^rnl^^^^  P^""^^  Parent- 

Nebraska.  The  fact  that  Jh^J^o""'*^  ^^^"^  ^"  ^he  cities  of 
veyed,  which  exclude  thfsmfn  fnt^^'^'V-"  ^''^^  sur- 
open  country,  thartLy  ar^fn",^^^^  ^"^^^^^  only  the 
these  areas  are  located  suggests  th^^^^^  ^^''^ 
classes  constitute  higher  nerofrffJl  ^^11  foreign-stock 
population  than  of  t&  olelZuX'^^^^^^  ''^^ 


I 


■  UP 

Hi 

En 

m 

wh  nt!  'jv. 
M  ill  B 1 

Thurston  Countv  wherp  rnrh!,,         Me  WalthiU  area  in 

effect,  the  Stromsburrarea  rPo^^CounP/^^*  '*^"<=* 
fanners  are  Swedish,  Ld  the  MinfiL  .  u*''®''®  "^ny 
an  or  Czecho-Slovaki^'Ji^^^^^lJ^f'^j*^^  '''here  ^ohemi- 

DiSTANCE  TO  COMMUNITY  ACTIVITIES 

«reatest  importance  a/tro^SJlVTrrzrs^oc!!:!^',! 
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icallv.    Contact  with  the  rest  of  the  world  is  urgently 
demanded  by  all  normal  human  beings.    The  more  difficult 
^  this  contact  is  made  by  distance  or  otherwise  the  less  happy 


Tabu:  4— Miles  from  community  activities 


All 
operators 

Owners 

Part- 
owners 

Tenants 

Maaacera 

All 

Share- 
caAh 

Share 

Cash 

AitsAi-rs  

1.099 

397 

159 

534 

302 

174 

5S 

9 

3.93 

3.22 

4,10 

3.67 

3.53 

4.50 

3.47 

2.5 

Railway  station 

3.95 

3.80 

4.40 

3.93 

3.65 

4.54 

3.38 

2.6 

Trftding  center. 
Common  school .  . 

1.54 

1.50 

1.56 

1.59 

1.31 

1,91 

1.65 

1.1 

4.09 

3.70 

4.20 

4.28 

3.89 

5.80 

3.20 

2.6 

High  school  

Sunday  school* .  .  . 

3.61 

3.80 

3.60 

3.39 

3.42 

3.65 

3.13 

2.5 
2.5 

Church   

3.57 

3.70 

3.60 

3.32 

3.17 

3.77 

3.14 

4.04 

3.80 

4.40 

3.94 

S.82 

4.30 

3.33 

2.5 

Physician'  

HospiUl'  

17.55 

17.30 

17.7 

18.1 

18.60 

20.40 

8.50 

6.4 

.m  the  Geneva  area,  distances  to  Sunday^chool  physieia^ 
asked     In  this  area  part-owners  are  included  with  ow&ers,  as  ine  latercBureu 
Movement  schedule  did  not  differentiate  them. 


are  the  people  and  the  more  inclined  are  they  to  move  to 
locations  closer  to  congenial  company  and  to  markets  in 
which  to  sell  their  produce  and  buy  their  supplies. 


Fig.  5.— A  WESTERN  NEBRASKA  SCHOOL 

Differences  in  rainfiOI  .nd  in  age  of  «o«^«nHy^' -n  r^.s^^^^^^^  Tiveltei 
fewer  pupils,  and  shorter  school  twrms,  m  western  Nebraska  m  spue  oi 
territory  per  district. 


Trading  center  four  miles  away.— Since  the  trading 

center  suppUes  the  necessities  of  Ufe  and  many  of  the  com- 
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f  AiUty'fe  thfa  center' is  t  'J^r'^-  ^^-«««on. 
fundamental  imp^ance    The  fac?ThJ%*;'  ''^  the  most 

people  to  trading ^elte^rnfco^li^^^^^^  "='"'"t^^ 
1  theTilfJt%y'''^''^^y^^^i^^^  Figure 

to  moT'ommu^ty't^a^r/^^^^^^  ''''  '  little  closer 

Sir  ^ 

marked  difference  betwepn^lffo,,     %  apparently  rather 

are  found  in  the  westernmost  or  r^Z  n  Part-owners 

distances  are  mLh  JrlatS-  f  L«  ^'^''^  ^^'^ere 

This  is  part^";>verc^re^^^^^^^   facTthaf  the  '.ff 

are  largely  concentrated  in  the  Walthil? Uaf  P^^^-^wners 

otl?r'^arel.r^^^ 

also  concentrated  largely  ^n  tL  fv^^i^^^     because  they  are 
not  have  the  compensat  L  influen^^^^^  ^''^^^ 
in  the  Walthill  arL  aTsol  the'^art'-o^^^^^^ 

of  oveT^evttrerSfT^^^^^^^  ^^'^^  distance 

hospital  arises  from  the  fart  thlt^^^^^  "^^^'^^^ 
regular  trading  center  is  S^flim^^  i  ^^e 
distance  to  hoS>itef  faciHf ^ospiUl  so  that  the 
farther  away  ^^""'^'^'^^      ^^e  distance  to  some  town 

trading  po'nt  in  order  to  Lcure  larger  stockLf'^o^^ 
which  to  select  and  sometimes  in  «flL  i.^  *    j  ^"P"^^ 
convenient  to  visit  reuSvef ^  Sv^nf  J?  tf?de  where  it  is 
distant  trading  eentert  °  ^""^ '""'^e 

to  ILi!n^''^r^^^t^^^X%''''' 
and  automobnel  boT^ZlLh.  InJ^'-  imorove 

country  road  becomes  vastly  iet  of  a'baX^'i^anfo'^Sfr,^' 
to  church'Tsundav'so^'',  -''^••-1"  "0  cases'dSfe 
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Fig.  6  — OVERLAPPING  CHUKCH  CO.viMUNITlES 

Some  forecast  that  the  two  old  church  buildings  will  eventually  be  replaced  by 
one  new  centrally  located  church. 


tendance  at  open  country  religious  services.  Of  these 
cases,  43  occur  in  the  westernmost  area  studied,  where  dis- 
tances to  town  are  greater  than  in  other  areas,  and  33  occur 
in  the  area  about  Stromsburg  in  Polk  County,  where  open 
country  churches  shown  in  Figure  6  are  factors.  In  a  num- 
ber of  cases  the  distance  to  Sunday  School  reported  is  less 
than  that  to  church,  indicating  the  holding  of  Sunday 
Schools  in  schoolhouses  or  other  places  in  which  church 
services  are  not  held.  In  some  cases  the  distance  to  church 
or  Sunday  School  is  greater  than  that  to  the  nearest  railway 
station.  In  all  cases  there  are  one  or  more  churches  at  the 
nearest  trading  center,  but  for  denominational  reasons  some 
prefer  to  go  farther  to  other  churches. 

However,  there  is  a  strong  tendency  to  concentrate  both 
church  and  school  attendance  in  larger  units  either  in  town 
or  in  the  open  country.  The  vital  thing  to  be  sought  is  the 
maintenance  of  church  and  school  in  the  closest  touch  with 
country  people.  The  church  seems  indispensable  as  a 
means  of  social  control.    If  it  functions  properly  it  is 
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This  .s  "on!  ~^f,fX^^  CHAPEL  CHURCH 

me  churches  shown  in  ir 

"wwn  in  Figure  G. 
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much  as  it  should,  it  can  do  so  only  on  the  basis  of  the  best 
possible  school  training. 

While  the  facts  brought  out  above  tell  us  something  of 
the  community  structure  of  the  areas  studied,  they  were 

not  studied  as  communities  and  community  boundaries  were 
not  determined.  The  average  distances  reported  here  can 
hardly  be  regarded  as  community  measurements  in  any  sense 
in  most  cases.  One  exception  to  this  statement  is  Figure  8, 
which  shows  a  number  of  the  communities  occupying  the 
territory  about  Geneva  in  Fillmore  County.    These  are 


Fis.  ».— A  COMMUNITY  BUILDING 

Every  community  should  have  a  place  for  meetings,  entertainments,  dinners,  and 
other  occasions  of  general  interest.  Many  are  being  erected  in  various  parts  of  the 
state.    Ihey  need  not  be  as  elaborate  as  the  one  shown  here  and  usually  are  not. 


mainly  "rurban"  communities — ^that  is,  neither  rural  nor 
urban  but  both  rural  and  urban,  since  they  include  people 
from  both  town  and  country  mingling  together  in  the  same 
community  center  activities. 

TENURE  CHANGES:  1911-1920 

What  the  table  shows. — The  tenure  changes  indicated 
by  Table  5  suggest  but  do  not  necessarily  correctly  reflect 
and  measure  the  stability  or  instability  of  the  community 
relationship  or  of  farm  management.    A  man  might  appear 

one  year  as  a  tenant  operator  and  the  next  year  as  owner- 
operator  on  the  same  farm  without  disturbance  to  his  com- 
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Table  5.-~T mure  changes:  1911-1920^ 


Total  number 

1920 

1919 

1918 

1917 

1916 

1915 

1914 

1913 

1912 

1911 

Owners'. . . 

1,033 

531 

1,099 

1,095 

1.089 

1,084 

1,079 

1910« 

Tenants.  .  . 

1  555 

573 

579 

682 

600 

1,075 

1.072 

1,065 

1,060 

76 

Managers 

493 

534 

513 

504 

'  498 

475 

607 

612 

1  620 

621 

'  43 
33 

l^raers— per  cent. 

9 

51.4 

10 

9 

6 

4 

4 

464 

4 

456 

44] 

436 

TMianti--p^  eent.  . 

50.5 

52.3 

53.2 

53.6 

55.6 

4 

4 

3 

Managen-^oent. . 

47.7 

48.6 

46.9 

46.3 

46.0  1 

44.0 

56.4 

67.1  , 

68.2 

58.6 

56.6 

'Not  rented  at  ai 

0.9 
nv  fiv 

0.9 

0.8  1 

0.5 

0.4 

0.4 

43.2 
0.4 

42,5 
0.4 

41.4 
0.4 

41.1 
0.3 

43.4 

*  b 

'Not  rented  af  •«■' 


pX^^^l  "^.^J^^l^  the  particular 
farm.    The  extent  to  wWch  SilfJl  ^^"dJe  that 

to  farm  or  community  to  commSv  1  '^'^"^  ^^^m 
clearly  m  a  later  table.    Of  the  indicated  more 

Table  5,  only  a  little  over  two-fifth.  Mif^  included  in 
n  the*hands  of  tenants  ir.  loi  1^  ^^^'^  P®'"  cent)  were 
half  (47.7  per  cent)  L  1920  in^h^.'^P*^^^  with  nearly 
about  Stapleton  in  Logan  Countv  thL^®'^*''  sand-hill  area 
majjed  decrease  in  oin^er^^pttr^r^^^^^^^^^ 

twoT^mfou?  SfTv;rTfi^e^-i;r?S^,l^  1911-1920, 

continuously  and  not  famed  bv^enL'f  ^^^^-^  «^nera 

than  a  third  had  been  S-med  naTo^  ^ore 

and  part  of  the  time  b^  o^^^er/whilP  ^'T  ^^^^a^ts 

had  been  rented  for  thp  pnffvl  V     ^  *han  a  quarter 

was  the  case  iS  most  of  the '  ^di^lJf ^u"^.^ 
the  farms  in  the  Lo^an  ronnH.  i       ^f^*       about  half 
Fillmore  County  had  not  Cn^iffL*?*^  5^"^^^^"  ^^'^a  in 
any  time  during  the  decade  ^^"^^^      ^^^^^ts  at 

selecied*^tht%r  nTmbeVS^^^^^  -^itrarily  so 

ber  of  owners  aSrpaJt^wSe?s  ^^o^rih^^ 
these  farms  back  ten  yew^fwe  fin^^^^^  ,  trace 
divided  into  the  same  two  groTns  in  f^^^  «^"ally 
areas  The  tenancy  inc^efle  shoxvn  h?  ^\^\Nebraskk 
^rom  changes  in  the  FilWe  Fu^^  ^ble  results 
County  areas.    All  other  arei«  -^^^  Perkins 
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the  Stromsburg  area  in  Polk  County  showed  a  very  distinct 
decrease  from  53.2  per  cent  to  46.4  per  cent  altho  in  that 
area  it  had  gradually  risen  from  1911  to  1916  when  it 
reached  55.2  but  again  declined  until  1920.  The  two 
southwestern  Nebraska  areas  show  very  much  more  rapid 
changes, — from  30.2  per  cent  in  .1911  in  the  Cambridge 
area  to  40.8  per  cent  in  1920,  and  from  17.3  to  39  per  cent 
in  the  Grant  area  in  Perkins  County.  The  combined  census 
figures  for  those  counties  show  a  slight  decrease  in  tenancy 
during  the  decade,  altho  in  the  state  as  a  whole  the  tenancy 
percentage  was  increasing. 

Table  6. — Shifts  to  and  from  farms  surveyed:  10 11-1920 


AU 
operfttm 

Owners 

Part- 
owners 

Tenants 

Manacers 

All 

Share- 
cash 

Share 

■ 

Cash 

Number  (tf  fLirrr.s 

1.141 

412 

1  n:) 

561 

319 

178 

61 

9 

Farms  without  shifts.  . 

428 

226 

89 

112 

58 

40 

14 

1 

Per  cent  

37.5 

54.9 

56.0 

19.9 

18.2 

22.5 

21.9 

11.1 

Number  of  shifts  

1,169 

265 

133 

752 

444 

229 

74 

19 

Per  farm  

1.02 

0.65 

0.79 

1.3 

1.4 

1.3 

1.2 

2.1 

Years  between  shifts .  . 

9.7 

15.1 

12.7 

7.7 

7.1 

7.7 

8.8 

4.8 

From : 

Same  community  .  . 

844 

187 

77 

569 

327 

177 

61 

11 

Per  Gent<  

72.2 

70.6 

58.0 

75.6 

73.6 

77.3 

82.4 

67.9 

Another  pommunity . 

325 

78 

56 

183 

117 

52 

13 

8 

27.8 

29.4 

42.0 

24.4 

26.4 

22.7 

17.6 

42.1 

To: 

Same  community. .  . 

707 

157 

74 

464 

250 

158 

52 

12 

Per  cent'  

60.4 

59.2 

55.6 

61.7 

56.3 

69.0 

70.3 

63.1 

A  not  her  eommunity . 

462 

108 

59 

2S8 

194 

71 

22 

7 

Per  emti  

39.6 

40.8 

44.4 

3&3 

48.7 

31.0 

29.7 

86.9 

'**Not  specified"  distributed  proportionately  between  "same  commonity"  and  "an- 
other community"  in  computing:  percentages.  The  following  facts  must  be  kept 
in  mind  or  the  tenant  figures  will  appear  sliKhtly  inconsistent:  the  tabulator  who 
made  this  table  left  five  tenant  farms  undetermined  as  to  whether  share-cash,  share, 
or  cash.  Of  these  none  passed  thru  the  decade  without  any  shift,  all  five  changed 
operators  once  each,  and  four  of  their  present  operators  eame  from  other  farms  in 
the  same  eommnnlty. 

SHIFTS  TO  AND  FROM  FARMS  SURVEYED:  1911-1920 

Are  tenants  floaters? — Tenancy  is  often  accused  of  caus- 
ing shifting  from  farm  to  farm  and  community  to  commu- 
nity in  excess  of  that  which  accompanies  ownership.  Table 
6  undertakes  to  show  the  extent  to  which  this  is  larue.  Less 
than  two  farms  out  of  every  five  of  all  tenures  passed  the 
entire  decade  1911-1920  without  any  change  of  operator. 
Less  than  half  of  the  owner  and  part-owner  farms  had 
changed  operators  during  the  ten-year  period  as  compared 
with  four-fifths  of  the  tenant  farms. 

If  we  consider  the  average  number  of  shifts  per  farm 
we  find  that  part-owners  shift  from  farm  to  farm  a  little 
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tZ\  ?s  ttaJJ'S.TS?"  »<»  tjat  tenants  shift  .bout 
frequently  """^S^"^  three  or  four  time,  m 


lapid  rate.  Tenint  f^^oT  ^'^^'""^"^  a  much  more 
about  twice  ^^Zl^'TL'^:2Z  ^t:fZ.TT^ 
~se°rlerfrirr''  ^^^^^^^^'^Zs 

"f  shift  is  doubtC  mniS^i  ^  ten-year  period.    This  rate 

near  futur?  even     fmy^ZZ^S'T     ^"  » 
Slovak,  community     Thl  7a^^-    B<>'>en»Mn  or  Czecho- 

owne»  Will  soon  tin/ntierorSuFtaT  °' 
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Table  7. — Years  on  this  farm:  1990^ 
A  comparison  of  eontus  viith  wuroey  ^urea 


All 

An 

FuU 

PUt- 

OWlUUB 

Tenants 

Manafni 

All 

Share  and 
Bh're-c*8h 

Cash* 

All 

12M17 

6d,672 

50,565 

19,107 

53,430 

40,309 

13,121 

1,315 

P^BT  omt^ . . . 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

Survey  

1.120 

563 

411 

153 

547 

493 

54 

9 

Per  cent . . . 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

Under  2  yeftra 

13,574 

4,240 

699 

Census  

27,413 

8,900 

6,300 

2,600 

17,814 

Per  cent. . . 

22.5 

13.0 

12.7 

13.7 

34.2 

34.4 

33.3 

57.7 

Survey  

67 

16 

11 

5 

39 

36 

3 

2 

Per  cent  .  . 

6.09 

2*8 

2.7 

3.2 

7.1 

7.3 

5.6 

22.2 

2  to  4  years 

4,320 

294 

80,240 

12,246 

8,130 

4,116. 

17,700 

13,380 

Per  cent. . . 

24.8 

17.8 

16.4 

21.8 

33.9 

34.0 

33.8 

24.2 

25U 

89 

60 

29 

158 

136 

22 

3 

Per  eent. . . 
5  to  9  years 

22^ 

16.8 

14.6 

18.8 

28.9 

27.6 

40.8 

88.4 

22,522 

12,491 

8.442 

4.049 

9.895 

7,505 

2.390 

136 

Per  eent . . . 

18.5 

18.2 

17.0 

21.4 

19.0 

19.0 

18.7 

11.2 

Survey  

400 

150 

108 

42 

246 

226 

20 

4 

Per  cent .  . . 

35.7 

26.6 

26.2 

27.4 

45.0 

45.9 

37.0 

44.4 

10  yevrs  or  over 

Census  

41,817 

34.976 

26,832 

8,144 

6,757 

4,944 

1,813 

84 

Per  cent . . . 

34.3 

51.0 

54.0 

43.1 

13.0 

12.5 

14.2 

6.9 

Pmt  cm^>  •  • 

413 

309 

232 

77 

104 

95 

9 

36^ 

&4a> 

56.2 

50.3 

18.9 

19.2 

16.6 

'Compiled  from  (1)  Nebraska  survey  figures  gathered  as  of  March  1.  1920.  and 
(2)  Agriculture:  General  Report  and  Analytical  Table.  Volume  V«  407  ff.  Four- 
teenth Census.    1920.  Washington. 
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Years  on  this  farm. — ^Table  7  shows  how  owners,  part- 
owners,  and  tenants  compare  in  length  of  time  they  have 

been  on  their  present  farms  (1920).* 

A  third  of  all  Nebraska  farmers  have  been  on  the  same 
farms  for  ten  years  or  more — over  half  the  full  owners  and 
two-fifths  of  the  part-owners  and  almost  exactly  an  eighth 
of  even  the  tenants.  Less  than  a  fifth  have  been  on  their 
present  farms  5  to  9  years  and  almost  a  quarter  2  to  4  years. 
The  principal  differences  between  survey  and  census  fig- 
ures are  noted  in  the  percentages  of  farmers  who  had  been 
on  their  present  farms  less  than  two  years  and  in  the  5  to 
9  year  group.  This  indicates  that  there  is  somewhat  less 
shifting  from  farm  to  farm  in  the  areas  surveyed  than  in 
the  state  as  a  whole.  This  is  further  indicated  by  the  per- 
centages of  those  who  have  been  on  their  present  farms 

*Both  census  and  survey  figures  are  presented  in  spite  of  the  faet  that  difference 
in  number  of  farms  included  and  date  and  method  of  making  the  enumeration  maKe 
any  close  asreement  of  results  impossible.  Survey  and  census  fisures,  however, 
agree  in  aoma  b«Md  scBCial  eonelaaUma  to  Both  aapport. 
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tillmg  as  compared  with  15         Slr^x^A®^  been 

these  percentages  Ld  teue  yew  afteJ  Z.^^^^^'^^' 
tenant  stays  on  the  samTfam  leS  tL^rf  J'  average 
country  as  a  whole  but  «aoti,V^  ^  ^^^^s  in  the 

is  in  rather  d^ag?^nfenf^^^^^^  This 

ures  for  the  areas  Sd  i^S  catw  ^' 

stayed  on  the  same  farm  an  a  vera nf  7  7  ® 

average  owner  shifted  on  v  ahmTt  w5  ^  U  y®*"-  The 

ant  and  the  part-Xner  onlv  a  mf  ii^     *^  ""^"^  «  *he  ten- 

in  the  ten  arearshowl  i^  f^SJ^  V^h^^^^  ^^^^er 
1920.  sxiown  in  jjtgure  1,  during  the  period  1911- 

wer?sWfrgXml?SrtoTr^^^^  areas 
^^nt  each  yi'a;7n'"l9lTl92STt  1^^^^  ^  per 

state  had  risen  to  13  5  or  aim w      iT-  t  for  the 

of  occupancy  as  in  cL^of  Tenant  fa^^A^  "^^"^^ 
change  so  much  more  rapidly.  Tya  r^f^^'^^  normally 
porary  aftermath  of  y^^^  nurXS^  f''''"'^^^'  ^  ^^^i" 
resulted  in  f oreclosiire«^lT2  ®^        P^^^es  which 

stable,  seasoned  feSL  *^th  Ltr¥.H''/^^'""^""^  «^  ^^e 
been  unable  to  ^^S^^PtY^^C^^^^^  have 
agriculture  has  pwsed  L  recent  v^arf  "^Tt^'^l?  ^"^^  ^^'^^ 
of  change  in  1922iriess  thfn  in  Tt®  Nebraska  rate 

those  of  the  New  En^nd  ^T^^Zl^d^^^^^^^^ 

only  tXtat  ^S^St•l;™  ^^""^  "^^^^  tell  us 

do  not  ten  us  ho^-olent^  ^P^^^^ors  but 

not  indicate  whShG^  thp  nlw  ^^ange  has  been.  They  do 
other  fam^in  thf same  lo?^^^  ^^^^  f rom  ai! 

ledge  thSt  ^11  hefp  hfm^n  op^^^  local  know- 

he  has  come  from  anoTher  cSmmi^itv  wlm^f'  1^*^^^ 
tell  us  whethpr  f>io  f^r^     ^wmmumty.    Neither  do  thev 

another  locality  thus  bre«kin^  hfa  "*  ""*<> 

*•  *»»iT  ^^.^^  eenU 
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Fim  11— FEW  FARMERS  FROM  OTHER  COMMUNITIES 

that  would  have  aided  both  him  and  the  locaUty  had  he 
'*"Ab<j^t  aree  times  as  many  operators  have  come  to  tte« 


CENT 


70 


60 


50 


^40 


30 


20 


10 


Fi«  12v— WHERE  THEY  IWVE  TO 
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County  where  nearly  half  were  from  other  communities 
Ijart-owners  came  from  communities  other  than  those  of 
tfteir  present  residence  in  greater  percentages  of  the  cases 
than  those  of  any  other  tenure  groups.  It  will  be  remem- 
bered, however,  that  a  very  large  share  of  them  were  found  in 
the  newest  areas  studied— the  westernmost  and  that  in 
^urston  County  which  is  affected  by  the  presence  of  Indian 

^  Of  the  farmers  who  formerly  operated  the  farms  studied 
m  these  areas,  about  three  out  of  five  went  elsewhere  within 
the  community  on  leaving  the  farms  studied.  This  fraction 
IS  about  the  same  in  western  Nebraska  as  in  eastern  Ne- 
braska areas  and  does  not  differ  very  radically  as  between 
tenants  and  owners.  «. 


Table  8. — Farms  that  chcmged  neither  tenure  nor 

operator:  1911-1920 


Towa  in  area 

County 

Ail 

O 

wner 

Part-owner 

Tenants 

1 

1  Managers 

No. 

Per  cent 

No. 

Per  cent 

No. 

Per  crnt 

So. 

Ptr  rent 

I*tr  cent 

ToUl  

368 

32.4 

208 

50.7 

64 

40*2 

96 

17.3 

0 

0.0 

LogB  region  areas: 

A-vmmwKa  .  . 

t^ass.  .  .  . 

48 

39.7 

28 

60.9 

6 

60.0 

14 

22.6 

0 

0.0 

Filley  

Gage.  . .  . 

30 

23.8 

14 

81.8 

6 

42.9 

10 

14.7 

0 

0.0 

Milligan.  .  . 

Fillmore . 

58 

46.4 

42 

71.2 

7 

50.0 

9 

17.3 

0 

0.0 

Genev»i  . . 

Fillmore . 

30 

28.0 

20 

48.8 

0 

0.0 

10 

15.1 

0 

0.0 

Fairfield.  .  . 

Clay.  ... 

44 

40.0 

17 

55.0 

10 

62.5 

17 

27.0 

0 

0.0 

Stromabure. 

Polk 

48 

38.4 

24 

50.0 

7 

38.9 

17 

29.3 

0 

0.0 

Waltiifll. . 

Thurston 

26 

20.5 

11 

42.3 

11 

36.7 

4 

5.8 

0 

0.0 

Cambridge . 

Furnas.  . 

» 

35 

28.0 

26 

40.6 

2 

28.6 

7 

13.7 

0 

0.0 

jrmina  region  area: 

I'erkins . . 

25 

20.3 

11 

40.8 

14 

29.8 

0 

0.0 

0 

«wia  mil  region  area: 

0.0 

1  A-ogan.., 

24 

46^ 

15 

67.7 

1 

8 

84.8 

0 

0.0 

Nearly  a  third  (32.4  per  cent)  of  the  farms  passed  thru 
the  entire  decade  1911-1920  without  either  change  of  ten- 
ure or  change  of  operator.  In  other  words,  the  same  man 
ho?«  ?i  ^  operate  the  land  in  the  same  relation  to  it, 
rlSL  owner,  part-owner,  or  tenant  during  the  entire 
nf^lt  change  from  one  of  those  tenures  to  an- 

nrlltIV  A^-^^^Il  2.9  per  cent  of  the  farms  were 

SSSf^r*l  ^J^^  P^^iod  by  the  same  man  but 

harhL^         1^  ^^^^  a  tenant  buys  a  farm  he 

nas  been  operating  and  continues  upon  it  as  an  owner.  Of 
tne  owner-operated  farms  in  these  areas  in  1920,  60.7  per 
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cent  have  passed  thru  the  entire  period  without  change  of 
either  tenure  or  operator ;  of  those  operated  by  part-owners, 
40.2  per  cent;  and  of  those  operated  by  tenants,  17.3  per 
cent.  In  a  number  of  areas,  however,  the  percentages 
were  higher  in  case  of  part-owners  than  in  case  of  either 
owners  or  tenants. 

Table  9. — Ai^tamolileSy  telephones^  mail  delivery^  neighhors^  and 

roads 


Items 


Total  in  mretm.  • 

Automobflea.  .  . 

Telephones  

Not  specified. 

MflMtO 

Next  Bcii^dMr 

H^way  

Mftin  roftd. . . 
Ott  R.  F.  D... . 


AU 
operators 


No. 
1441 

904 

859 
23 

1,104 
996 

1,017 
«8K 


Owners 


Per  cent  No, 


100 

79.2 

75.2 
2.01 

.35 
0.16 
0.46 

lis 


412 

342 

350 
9 

398 
361 
350 
320 


Per  cent 

100 

83.0 
84.9 
2.2 

0.32 
0.12 
0.54 
77.6 


Part-owners 


No. 
169 

140 

103 
3 

155 
152 
154 
99 


Per  cent 
100 

88.1 
64.7 
1.9 

0.45 
0.10 
0.20 
62^ 


Tenants 


No, 
561 

421 
400 
11 

542 
475 
505 
457 


Per  cent 
100 

75.04 
71.3 
1.9 

0.36 
0.22 
0.49 
81.8 


Maaafm 


No. 


1 
6 
0 


9 
8 
8 
9 


Per  cent 

100 

11.1 
66.7 
0.0 

0.33 
0.08 

0.10 
100.0 


COMMUNICATiON 

Important. — Communication  is  an  absolute  necessity  to 
community  life  or  any  other  group  life.  Communication 
from  the  outside  world  by  means  of  the  printed  page  as 
received  in  these  areas  has  already  been  discussed.' 
Some  other  factors  in  communication  of  peculiar  interest 
to  rural  communities  are  the  automobile,  the  telephone, 
mail  delivery,  the  counlry  road,  and  distance  to  neighbors. 

Automobiles,  telephones,  and  mail  daKvery. —No.  at- 
tempt is  made  here  to  estimate  the  influence  of  the  tele- 
phone, automobile,  and  rural  free  delivery  in  banishing 
isolation  from  the  farm  household,  closing  fourth-class 
post  offices,  wiping  the  smaller  towns  from  the  map,  and 
concentrating  church  and  other  activities  in  the  towns 
rather  than  in  the  open  country.  The  women  and  smaller 
children  have  been  in  many  ways  more  affected  than  other 
members  of  the  household  because  they  were  formerly  so 
much  more  isolated  by  the  lack  of  good  means  of  conanuni- 
cation.  The  effects  of  the  automobile,  telephone,  and  mail 
delivery  will  only  be  suggested  by  noting  the  extent  to 
which  they  are  present. 

^Nebraska  Agricultural  Experiment  Station  Bulletin  180.  June.  >922.  Out  of 
print,  but  available  in  all  State  Agricultural  Experiment  SUtion  Libraries.  Sent  also 
to  all  Nebraska  and  many  other  libraries  whm  poMilMU 
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AUTOMOBlLffS 


H  TELEPHONES 


a    ON  R  r  O 


CENT 
'l09 

80 

60 
40 


20 


In  ..stem  SebrL'kT^^^f  'H '!^''-'^^.'  ^"^PHONES.  AND  MAIL 

studfeW^^^^^^^  if-  out  Of  every  live 

Each  is  found  on  sfx  owner  firms  n.^^nf^*  *  Proportion, 
automobiles  seem  to  be'^moL  strfSl?^^^  ^•If'* 
and  less  in  the  luxury  claL  fW  fS  %f  necessity  class 

automobiles  are  oSVa ^eitopS^^  .  ^'^'^ 
owners  and  tenants  thin  te^TeDhLea  P^^" 
stand  above  both  ownwi  <-7io  4-  •  part-owners 
automobiles!  but  weTSow  hnfl  Percentage  owning 

DhoBM     Ti.1- Z     •   u  ^1  '^oth  m  percentage  havine  tele- 

SSSt;  fft^^?>,i  r/".?'^*^  western  Nebraska 

areas  as  lar  as  the  telephone  2*oes  f\nhn  I'f  1  j    ^  . 

tei^fied  by  the  co„centra«r'of  the  UX^^^^t 
westernmost  or  Grant  arpa  wVioi-o  f*^,  *^'^'^"wners  m  the 

tenures  have  telepCes   Lr  whe«  ^hS*^*f  »' 

Autmnobiles-urban  and  rural  Npnrlv  * 

Of  every  three  in  the  entire  Unfted  StltP^L^  ***** 

bined,  while  75.6  per  cent  of  the  LJSS  ^?"?®^  ^^m- 

t^^!^  ^r^^ 

families  to  «"fcf^ut?m*^b^s*%ri^eVe7fch' 
Central  sronp  of  states,  of  which  Nebraska  i<,  »  ^If 
67.6  per  cent  of  the  farms  report  autSmobu!^  '^^ 
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Table  10. — Automobiles  and  telephones  on  farms:  1920^ 


Fftnns  reporting 

Area 

Farms 

Telephones 

6,446,343 

1,979,564 

2,498,498 

100 

80.7 

88.8 

1,096,951 

681,681 

762,442 

100 

67.6 

69.6 

12M17 

94,004 

95,060 

100 

76«6 

76.4 

^Agriculture:  Reports  for  States.  Volnme  VL  Plurt  1.  80  «.  Fourte«»th 
Census.    1920.  Washinston. 


In  the  ten  areas  studied,  four  farms  out  of  every  five 
report  the  possession  of  automobiles.  In  the  nine  counties 
in  which  these  ten  areas  are  located,  there  are  27,718 
countrv  and  town  homes  and  20,974  automobiles,  or  about 
three  lor  every  four  homes,  the  proportion  being  a  litUe 
higher  than  that  for  the  state  as  a  whole.  In  all  the  east- 
ern Nebraska  areas  studied,  except  that  about  Milhgan  in 
Fillmore  County,  it  seems  that  larger  percentages  of  the 
country  than  of  the  town  homes  have  automobiles.  In  the 
sand-hill  and  western  areas,  however,  the  reverse  is  true. 

Telephones. — ^Nearly  two  farms  out  of  every  five  m  the 
United  States  have  telephones,  as  compared  with  three  out 
of  every  four  in  Nebraska.  .  n 

Distance  to  roads  and  neighbors. — ^There  IS  practically 
no  difference  between  owners  and  tenants  in  distance  to 
highwavs,  main  roads,  or  nearest  neighbors.  Part-owners 
are  nearly  one  and  a  half  times  as  far  from  their  nearest 
neighbors  as  owners  but  this  arises  from  the  fact  that  they 
are  so  largely  living  in  the  westernmost  or  Grant  area  m 
Perkins  County.  The  part-owners  of  eastern  Nebraska 
have  exactly  the  same  average  distance  to  neighbors  as 
owners.  The  nearest  neighbor  is  from  a  quarter  to  a  third 
of  a  mile  away  and  the  house  is  practically  on  a  highway. 
In  the  Grant  area,  however,  it  is  from  a  half  to  three-quar- 
ters of  a  mile  to  the  nearest  neighbor.  The  average 
distance  from  the  1141  farms  to  a  main  road  is  less  than 
half  a  mile  and  to  a  highway  a  sixth  of  a  mile.  ^ 

•  Some  local  variations.— While  there  is  some  variation 
from  area  to  area  in  the  percentages  of  homes  reached  by 
telephones  and  mail  deliveries,  these  variations  seem  to 
aflfect  owners  and  tenants  alike,  leaving  them  everywhere 
almost  equally  well  supplied  with  such  service.  No  rural 
mail  delivery  is  reported  in  the  Grant  area.    In  the  othei 
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owners  have  rnmi  »^oii  ^li-  ^*       tenants  and  part- 

o^of  ev^ery  twenL  o^^^  S  ^JPPared  with  nineteen 

uut  ux  every  twenty  owners.    In  the  Grant  area  still  farther 


Ti..-«  •  AN  OPEN  COUNTRY  COMMUNITY  CEMTrb 


Of  ^ojrn        Sfot,'r  0??:^  ^^a^^er 

arf  i^%,^^'',!XJ>f^'y  f-haps  because  they 

•^th  ^'l^£2SL4"^^«StoA«SiSl'"  in  cooperation 
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thirteen  or  fourteen  reported  exchanging  corn  shelling 
work  and  one  out  of  every  six  or  seven  haying  v^^ork,  v^hile 
more  than  half  reported  exchanging  work  during  harvest 
and  of  course  exclmnge  of  work  at  threshing  time  is  prac- 
tically universal. 

Tabl£  11. — Participation  in  comrrmnity  organizations 
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All  operators 
Per  cent 

Wives.  .  . 
Per  cent 

Cbildren. . 
Per  eent 


Owners  

Per  cent. 
Wives  

Per  cent. 
Children .  . . 

Per  cent. 


Part-owners . 
Per  cent 

Wives.    .  . 

Per  cent 
Children .  . 


Tenants  

Per  cent. 
Wives  

Per  cent . 
Children 

Per  cent. 

Managers 

Per  cent. 
Wives   

Per  cent. 
Children . . 

Per  cent 


1,141 
100 

1,017 
100 

2,647 
100 

412 
100 
369 
100 
1,166 
100 

159 
100 
151 
100 
457 
100 

561 

100 
491 
100 
1,008 
100 

9 

100 
6 
100 
16 
100 


Atfeend 


Church 


693 
60.8 

698 
68.6 
1,303 
49^ 

251 

61.0 
229 

62.0 
505 

43.3 

105 
66.1 

112 
74^ 

256  . 
56.0 

332 
59.1 

352 
71-7 

535 
53.0 

5 
55.5 

5 
83.5 

7 
48.8 


Sunday 
■diool 


315 

27.6 
324 

31.8 
937 

35.4 

96 
23.3 
99 
26.8 
383 
82.8 

64 
40.2 
68 
45.0 
208 
45.8 

155 

27.6 
157 

31.9 
346 

84.3 

0 

0.0 
0 

0.0 
0 

0.0 


Member  of 


Chureh 


534 

46.8 
566 

55.7 
648 

24.5 

195 

47.3 
207 

56.1 
286 

24.5 

88 

55.4 

97 

64.2 

87 

19.0 

247 

43.9 
258 

52.6 
275 

27.2 

4 

44.5 
4 

66.7 
0 

0.0 


Farmers' 
organization 


471 

41.3 
64 

6.3 
19 

0.72 

181 

44.0 

19 

5.2 
11 
0.94 

85 

53.4 

14 

9.3 
3 

0.67 

205 
36.5 
31 
6.3 

5 

0.49 
0 

0.0 

0 

0.0 
0 

0.0 


Women's 

socie^ 


1 

0.08 
227 
22.3 

21 
0.79 

1 

0.24 
85 
23.0 

8 

0.69 

0 

0 
40 
26.5 

8 

1.8 

0 
0 
102 
20.8 

5 

0.49 
0 

0.0 
0 

0.0 
0 

0.0 


Lodge 


441 

38.6 
185 
18.2 
42 
1.58 

175 
42.4 
73 
19.8 
21 

I.  8 

63 
39.6 

35 
23.2 
8 

1.8 

202 
36.0 
76 
15.5 
13 
1.3 

1 

II.  0 
1 

17.0 
0 

0.0 


CHURCHES,  LODGES,  AND  FARM  ORGANIZATIONS 

Men. — ^Thru  membership  and  attendance,  church  and 
Sunday  School  are  reaching  more  operators  of  all  tenure 
groups  than  any  other  organization  in  all  the  areas  except 

that  peopled  by  those  of  Bohemian  or  Czecho-Slovak  de- 
scent about  Milligan.  It  is  true  that  in  eastern  Nebraska 
membership  in  some  farmers'  organization  is  very  slightly 
greater  than  that  in  the  church,  and  lodge  membership 
is  almost  as  large,  but  the  church  is  exerting  an  influence 
thru  the  attendance  of  non-members  that  can  hardly  b^^ 
regarded  as  possible  among  the  other  organizations,  althu 


The  church  Tr^,?^^^  ' 

own^r.  are  prominent  ^^4^^  ISSSS^^^  atteadance.  Part. 

metberf'^'^  "o  means  confined  to 

elsewhere,  while  mLbershio  fn  nSt^ V'^^^^'P  established 
—especially  local  on^s—^^^^  organizations 
newer  portion  of  tSrstatT    M^mS^^  ^^^^  ^his 

tions  is  usually  of  «  SSTp"  organiza- 

more  freely  droDDed  a^S  economic  nature  and 

comes  desirablf^Tpos^^  ^ 
touch  with  snch  an  o?gSatio°n  P«"<"»1 

3tu4'?n'^&Thu™h  mtX^r^  ""'^ 
Church  attendance  except  tTat  th^  ^^an 
tendency  in  the  samf  dFrection  h^  ^'^^S  ^ 

of  membership  over  attend^n?^  ^J!.  Z^^}  a  smaller  excess 
area,  of  125  farmera  34  rp^^  Milligan 
lodge  membership  and  1^  ^'^•''''^•^  membership,  83 

nation  of  one  kiid  or  anoth^^^^^^  ^  ^^^^  ^^^^^i. 
area  in  which  the  ^1^2  Stromsburg,  the  only  other 

'>>reign  oS^Vh^^  of  immediate 

not  far  f roS  th^  lve?a^i  ^-.^'^^^  m  church  attendance  and 
Pait^wners  in  laltpr^  m.k^'' membership. 

in  eastern  Nebraska  more  generaUy  report 
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aU  kinds  of  membership  and  attendance  than  either  ownere 
Ar  tenants  except  in  case  of  lodge  membership.  Only  one- 
?WrS  2f  the  narlow]^  are  lodge  members  as  compared 
wAh  twVfiftK^^^^^^^^       and  a  stiU  higher  proporUon 

I^T^ndicated  rather  clearly  then  that  farmers'  eco- 
nomic  and  social  activities  are  much  less  f^l?^  organize!  m 
the  western  part  of  the  state  where  populataon  is  more 
^dely  Sered  and  distances  to  neighbors  and  commu^ty 
Sntere^rireater.  This  was  to  be  expected,  but  another 
tW^  wMch  man^  would  have  expected  does  not  prove 
trie  Tenants  and  their  famiUes  are  not  markedly  below 
owners  aSHart^wners  in  membersWp  and  attendance. 

In  fact  they  make  fully  as  good  a  s^J^^*  *^^*?Vh^S  ^11 
This  varies  considerably  from  area  to  area,  ^ut  when  an 

the  eastern  areas  are  averaged  ^"^l^^oof  a^ 

sUght  advantage  in  church  attendance,  Sunday  Sch^ 
tendance,  and  church  membership,  while  the  <>^er  has  a 
mtie  mo^e  distinct  but  still  not  very  niarked  advantage  In 
membership  in  farm  organizaUons  and  lodges. 
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mm  IS^WOMEN'S  MEMBERSHIP  AND  ATTENDANCE 
Wo««^  iJirSuer^Uy  members  of  other  than  church  org«ii«Uon.. 


WoBMm.— Wives  attend  church  and  Sunday  School 
holdch^  membership  a  little  more  generally  than  their 
hSsbaX  ^  course,  they  hold  women's  society  member- 
^hfn  to  the  delusion  of  the  men  and  are  only  less  com- 
pktely  outaumberTd  by  men  lii  the  percenUge.  reportmit 
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iV^  of^amzation  membership.    There  are  only  a  little 

w^eJ^^f  ^^rSS^.'^'''^^''      men  lodge  members.  The 
tL  ij?.^^^'^'^?^  generally  report  membership 
m  the  vanous  organizations  and  more  generally  attend 

^^S"^"^! ''''  ^"""^^  f  P^^^ts  by  the  wives  of  ten- 

ants,  who  also  generally  stand  above  the  wives  of  owners 

HorK'^^'^y  ^.^  reporting  such  membership  and  attend? 
ance.  The  principal  exceptions  to  this  ^tement  that 
part-owners'  wives  are  more  frequently  m«mbS^  of  the 

SrLT«'l^5'"^*J'?'^.e^^^^  ^h"rch  and  Sunday 

School  are  found  in  the  Grant  areas,  where  owners'  wives 

sWd  *anVif?Wii?^^^^  ^^"/^..?^^2.3  per  cent  member! 
ship,  and  m  the  Miihgan  and  Walthill  areas,  where  the 
tenant^  Part-owners  fall  below  those  of  both  ownira  and 

f ^„  S****^''®'*~T^^^^^J®"  owners  are  most  frequently 
found  as  members  of  organizations  and  in  attendant  upon 

w'Si  and  Sunday  School  in  the  eastern  Nebraska  a?e^as! 
but  the  children  of  tenants  stand  higher  than  those  of  part- 


PER  CCHT 
60  I 


PER  CENT 
 1  60 


SO 
40 

do 

20 
10 


MCMBEl^  or 
FARMERS 
ORCANi  Z  ATiON 


ATTK ND 
CNUnCM 


ATTEND 


m  OWMClirCNlLOlUN 

63  FART-OWNEKS* 

*  CHILPREN 
a  TCNANISlCNILDIICfl 


HCMSER  or 


MEMBER  OF 
WOHCNrs 
OMAN«AT«4M 


50 
40 
30 

20 
10 


1^    ^'"^  ".-CHILDREN'S  MEMBERSHIP  AND  ATTENDANCE 
Ut£^^;^\^  ^^e^r  ••^^  ^  onwil^tloM  than  ^  th«ir 


owners  in  all  these  particulars  except  membership  in  farm 
organizations  and  women's  societies,  of  which  very  few 
lodlp"^^^  members  anyhow.  These  organizations  and 
lodges  do,^  however,  number  a  few  children  among  their 
memberahip  m  most  of  the  areas  studied.  In  the  western 
th^n? w^*^'  however  children  of  part-owners  excelled 
those  of  both  owners  and  tenants  in  all  these  particulars  ex- 
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cept  church  attendance,  in  which  they  are  slightly  excelled 
by  the  children  of  owners  in  the  weatemmost  or  Grant  area 

in  Perkins  County. 

Summary. — From  the  farms  in  the  ten  areas^  we  find 
three-fifths  of  all  the  men,  over  two-thirds  of  the  women, 
and  half  of  the  children  reporting  church  attendance. 
The  Sunday  School  attendance  includes  over  a  fourth  of 
the  men,  nearly  a  third  of  the  women,  and  more  than  a 
third  of  the  children.  Church  membership  claims  near  y 
half  of  the  men,  more  than  half  of  the  women,  and  nearly 
a  fourth  of  the  children.  The  eastern  areas  stand  higher 
in  all  these  respects  and  the  western  areas  lower. 

Farmers'  organizations  and  lodges  have  almost  equal 
membership  among  the  men  but  both  stand  below  the 
church  as  indicated  by  the  1920  figures.  Figures  obtained 
since  the  recent  drives  for  membership  in  various  farm  or- 
ganizations might  tell  a  different  story  Only  one  woman 
in  every  fourteen  and  less  than  one  child  m  every  hundred 
have  membership  in  a  farmers'  organization.  Only  a  htth 
of  the  women  and  fifteen  children  in  every  thousand  have 
lodge  membership.  Most  lodges,  of  course,  made  no  pro- 
vision for  children  becoming  members  in  any  degree.  Tne 
Grange,  however,  provides  for  children  and  so  does  at  least 
one  Bohemian  or  Czecho-Slovak  lodge  represented  in  the 
returns  secured  from  Milligan  area. 

Offices  held.— Only  62  offices  were  held  by  the  farmers 
studied,  or  about  one  office  for  every  17  farmers,  m  the 
western  part  of  the  state  but  one  out  of  every  thirty-five  or 
thirty-six  farmers  hold  an  office,  but  in  the  eastern  part  of 
the  state  nearly  twice  as  great  a  proportion  of  the  men 
hold  offices  of  one  kind  or  another. 

Of  these  offices,  almost  half  are  in  farmers'  elevator 
companies  or  in  local  organizations  of  the  Farmers  Edu- 
cational and  Cooperative  Union.  The  other  offices  are 
widely  scattered  among  churches,  federal  farm  loan  associ- 
ations, school  boards,  breeders*  associations,  lodges,  wo- 
men's societies,  farmers'  stores,  and  the  Farm  Bureau.  The 
Farm  Bureau  offices  held  are  as  numerous  as  any  others  ex- 
cept those  in  the  Farmers'  Union  and  the  farmers'  elevator 
companies.  The  number  of  farm  bureau  offices  held  would 
doubtless  be  much  greater  now  if  a  new  enumeration  could 
be  had,  because  of  the  great  increase  in  farm  bureau  mem- 
bership and  in  number  of  county  farm  bureau  organizations 
that  has  occurred  since  the  field  work  of  this  survey  was 
done. 
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The  number  of  offices  reported  is  very  small  as  com- 
pared  with  the  number  of  members  furnished  from  these 
households  in  organizations  in  which  farmers  and  town 
people  are  members  together.  They  furnished  441  lodge 
members  in  the  areas  studied  but  held  only  five  lodge  offices, 
698  church  attendants  and  members  but  only  five  church 
officers,  and  315  Sunday  School  attendants  but  not  a  single 


Table  12, — O^ices  held  by  farmers 


Total  in  areas  ^ 

Officeholders', , , ,  

Per  cent  ."  * 

OAoM  held  

Farmers*  Elevator  

Farmers*  Union  * 

Farmers*  Clab  

Lodge  ' 

Church  

Sunday  School  [  . 

Women  *s  Society. . 

Political  :  '/.,[[', 

National  Farm  "^^n  As'n* 

School  Board  

Thresher  Company     . 

Breeders*  Association  

Farmers*  Union  Tel^thone 
Co  

Farm  Bureau. 

Unspecified  \\[ 

Geneva  area^  !!!!!! 

Officeholders...  . 
OffioM  ludd  


Ten&nts 

AU 

Owners 

Part- 

Share- 

All 

cash 

Share 

Cash 

.  1.02$ 

871 

168 

485 

278 

167 

52 

46 

26 

8 

12 

9 

1 

2 

4.5 

7.00 

5.03 

2.42 

3^ 

0.6 

3.84 

62 

39 

8 

15 

12 

1 

2 

13 

9 

1 

8 

2 

0 

1 

18 

9 

2 
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5 

1 

1 

1 

1 

0 
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0 

0 

8 

3 
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0 

0 

0 

0 

4  . 

1 

2 

1 

1 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

6 

2 

2 

1 

1 

0 

0 

2 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

8 

1 

0 

2 

2 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4 

4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4 

3 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

107 

41 

66 

0 

0 

0 

10 

8 

2 

0 

1 

1 

12 

9 

•  * 

8 

0 

2 

1 

area  determined  aSy  Iww  »«nv  ^ffii-o   1  f'^'^?"^^         schedule  used  in  that 

kinds  oC  offiM?  ^  ^  '  did  not  Ust  the  different 

Sunday  School  officer  unless  some  of  the  five  church  officers 
reported  are  Sunday  School  officers. 

It  is  a  matter  of  common  comment  that  the  cities  have, 
m  the  past  at  least,  drawn  a  large  share  of  their  leader- 
snip  from  among  the  people  reared  in  the  open  country. 
ine  figures  just  quoted,  however,  seem  to  suggest  that  so 
long  as  people  continue  to  live  in  the  open  country  it  is 

rmVnrofTh"*  ^  ^n^^  K leaTership 

in  the  ha^L  «l  ^^««^*>Sn8  of  which  they  are  members 
in  we  hands  of  the  town  dwellers  who  are  also  members. 
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Tabi<e  13. — Home  amd  community  amusements 


ToUl  

Outdoor  games. 
Indoor  games 

Cheekers.  .  .  . 

Chess  

Card  games. . 

Boftrd  games' 

None  

Musical  inst'a... 

Piano  

Organ  

Violin  

Accordion  

Phonograph. . 

Othm  

None  

Attend 

Picnics  

Fairs  

Games  

Dances  

Movies  

Parties  

Celebrations. 


AU 

operators 


Owners 


no. 

Per  cent 

Ao. 

rer  cent 

A  0. 

1,U1 

100.0 

412 

100.0 

159 

171 

14.9 

61 

14.8 

36 

348 

30.4 

142 

34.5 

75 

52 

4.5 

16 

3.8 

12 

400 

34.9 

150 

36.4 

69 

196 

17.1 

73 

17.7 

47 

4SB 

87.5 

m 

82.5 

40 

387 

35.3 

166 

40.3 

70 

185 

16.2 

73 

17.7 

32 

75 

6.5 

30 

7.2 

20 

19 

1.6 

7 

1.7 

4 

184 

16.0 

79 

19.2 

27 

36 

3.1 

16 

3.8 

4 

315 

27,6 

84 

20.4 

32 

926 

80.4 

334 

81.2 

138 

971 

84.8 

345 

83.8 

147 

539 

47.2 

182 

44.2 

77 

318 

27.9 

112 

27.2 

37 

513 

44.9 

116 

28.2 

91 

657 

57.2 

238 

57.9 

109 

650 

56.9 

287 

57.8 

107 

Part-owners 


Per  cent 

100.0 

22.6 

47.1 
7.5 
43.4 
29.5 
25.1 


44.0 
20.1 
12.6 

1.5 
16.9 

1.5 
20.1 


86.4 
92.2 
48.3 
22.7 
56.4 
65.3 
65.1 


Tenants 


Managers 


So. 

Per  cent 

No, 

Per  cent 

561 

lOOU) 

9 

100.0 

74 

13.1 

0 

0.0 

130 

23.1 

1 

11.1 

24 

4.2 

0 

0.0 

180 

32.0 

1 

11.1 

76 

13.5 

0 

0.0 

247 

44.0 

8 

88.8 

149 

26.5 

2 

22.8 

80 

14.2 

0 

0.0 

25 

4.3 

0 

0.0 

8 

1,4 

0 

0.0 

77 

13.6 

1 

11.1 

16 

2.8 

0 

0.0 

193 

84.8 

6 

66.6 

451 

80.2 

3 

33.3 

475 

84.3 

4 

44.4 

279 

49.7 

1 

11.1 

167 

29.7 

2 

22.2 

302 

53.8 

4 

44.4 

309 

55.0 

1 

11.1 

805 

54.8 

1 

11.1 

'Includes  dominoes,  caroms,  crokinole,  etc. 


AMUSEMENTS 

Change  in  attitude  toward  amiuements. — ^From  the  time 
when*  amusement  and  recreation  were  regarded  as  posi- 
tively sinful  for  adults  and  as  merely  to  be  tolerated  among 
children,  the  attitude  toward  them  has  undergone  a  pro- 
gressive change.  Bear-baiting  was  said  to  be  objectionable 
to  the  ascetic  Puritan,  not  because  of  pain  to  the  bear  but 
because  of  pleasure  to  the  spectator. 

Now  we  realize  that  "All  work  and  no  play  makes  Jack 
a  dull  boy"  and  that  the  same  principle  applies  equally  to  his 
sister,  father,  and  mother.  We  recognize  amusement  and  rec- 
reation as  natural  outlets  for  surplus  energy,  a  good  commu- 
nity unifier,  and  a  good  stimulus  to  work  and  to  wholesome 
country  life  for  all  farm  people — owners  and  tenants  alike. 

Amusements  to  meet  the  farmer's  needs. — Unlike  town 
people  in  respect  to  amusements,  farm  people  need  amuse- 
ment not  so  much  for  the  outdoor  life  as  for  the  mental  and 
social  development  and  for  the  promotion  of  cooperative 
team  work  which  it  affords.    Other  forms  of  recreation 
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Contrast^t;;s";~r^urihe'°''^\''^'^^       FILLMORE  COUNTY 
population  Is  U  ^.r^^^^^"^ 11^  f^X  '^71.         '^^^  Count,  the 


Sparse  PopulI2^  toT^h;^*^?.,^^         ^  S**ALL  CROWD 
this  irfetur..  »      ^  «i«&U  reirion  i,  the  reason  for  a  smaller  crowd  in 


ani^o'ji!lV:^^f  '^^^r^^^i^r^  -ntests  and  to 
read  might  well  be  encourl^ed  '  """^^^^ 

chancfaTd  ^quires^'ha^r* '  ^^^^^^^-^ 

Horseshoe  pitching  uses  equTDment  ?w  "'"""^^  cooperation, 
most  always  at  hand  Baseh^f  1  -^^  'i^  ^''"P^®  «!- 
requirements  but  demands  too  taJ«  '  J^S?^  ^J^"*^^  ^^s 
amusement.     Debating  «nH   i;i  *^®  numbers  for  everyday 

much  commoner  than^the?^^^^^^^  ^^^^^d  be 


V  Kt)  s-(s4MH  I.I  II  >n\  moh 
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Fanners'  amusements  should  be  of  two  general  kinds: 
(1)  Those  of  everyday  occurrence  at  home,  and  (2)  those 
of  occasional  occurrence  in  neighborhood  or  community 
groups.  Both  kinds  may  ignore  mere  fresh  air  require- 
ments, which  farm  work  meets  so  well,  and  may  emphasize 
(1)  mental  development,  (2)  physical  grace  rather  than 
mere  strength,  (3)  a  love  of  nature,  and  (4)  the  ability  to 
cooperate  with  other  members  of  the  household,  neighbor- 
hood,^ or  community.  ^ 

Kinds  of  amiuemeiits  reported. — ^The  amusements 
studied  are  mainly  those  enjoyed  by  whole  families  or  com- 
munities together.  They  include  (1)  outdoor  games,  (2) 
indoor  games,  (3)  home  music,  (4)  neighborhood  and  com- 
munity social  gatherings,  (5)  outdoor  games  attended  by 
the  community  as  spectators,  (6)  moving  pictures,  (7) 
chautauquas,  and  (8)  miscellaneous  amusements. 

Folk  games  played  by  children  are  omitted  as  a  highly 
specialized  study,  commercialized  amusements  aside  from 
the  moving  pictures  are  omitted  almost  entirely,  and  read- 
ing matter  as  a  source  of  amusement,  recreation,  and  in- 
struction has  already  been  fully  discussed  elsewhere.^ 

Outdoor  games. — Only  about  one-sixth  of  the  house- 
holds report  that  they  play  outdoor  games,  altho  we  shall 
see  that  nearly  half  attend  athletic  games  as  spectators. 
This  may  result  from  the  facts  that  (1)  the  need  for  out- 
door games  is  felt  less  because  of  the  outdoor  life  of  many 
members  of  the  farm  household,  (2)  the  open  country  popu- 
lation is  not  very  dense,  so  that  too  great  a  distance  must 
be  traveled  in  gathering  sufficient  members  for  either  team 
play  or  mass  play,  and  (3)  the  inquiry  may  not  have  been 
sufficiently  detailed  to  detect  all  outdoor  games  played. 

The  outdoor  games  most  frequently  specified  are :  base- 
ball, tennis,  horseshoes,  boxing,  wrestling,  croquet,  and 
children's  games.  The  only  children's  games  specified  by 
name  are  black  man  and  tug-of-war. 

Outdoor  games  are  most  generally  reported  by  part- 
owners  and  least  frequently  by  tenants,  with  owners  about 
midway  between  the  other  two  tenure  classes.  The  team 
work  and  discipline  of  these  outdoor  games  seem  not  to  be 
very  generally  secured.  Wherever  time  and  circumstances 
permit,  such  play  should  prove  a  valuable  factor  in  teaching 
communities  to  work  together  in  many  ways. 

Home  needs  and  indoor  games. — Everyday  needs  must 
be  met  by  home  amusements.   Farm  people  cannot  be 

*Readin|c  Hatter  in  Nabnuika  Vmrm  Hmbm.  Ndnaakft  Asriealtoral  EzperiaMmt 
Ststimi  BaDetin  180.  Junt,  IMS. 
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pr^cifa^7/t?uT^^^^  cousins.    This  is 

sparsely  settled  region!  where  di^^^^  ^  "^^''^ 

where  there  is  much  live  sTock  wh  oh  h«« 
of  attention  each  day  Such  daUv  nlt^""***  *  F^^^  ^eal 
reading,  by  children's  games  bv  ^am^^  ""^^  ^y 
by  inexpensive  equipment  for  mLff/T  ^?'"  ^^^"Ps, 
radio  which  is  increa^n^lv  2««k^^^^  development,  and  by 
to  listen  to  the  wS^murif  tdH^^  ^"^^^  "^^^^  ^^^lated 
story  telling  should  be  more  used  foTtht^^^fJ"* 
home.    It  is  enjoyed  by^hrelderl  Iho 


PER  CENT 


Outdoor  games  «re  I„-         *®'7'*'I>OOR  GAMES 
T^^^'^^^?\il7,'^\ir^^^^  -me.  chief 

and'jhHd'reKy  thfre^^^^  home  music, 

day  indoor  amutVeL  JI^^^^^^  ""^'^ 
^ons  supply  speclS'needs  rathe?Than  X 
demand.  It  is  just  in  thi^rr^^H^  i-^  regular  daily 
tenant  falls  furthest  beLnd  the 
furthest  ahead.  Thretfourths  of  ?vf  P^'^^'^ere  push 
two-thirds  of  the  ownlrf  but  fl^  Part-owners  and 
have  equipment  f orTndoor  gam^  ^^"^^ts 

.ami  inTh?  t:Ss'l^^S'r^  ecui„  for  indoor 
for  on  the  basis  of  lack  of  timl  ""w  5^^^^^  accounted 
the  owner  in  tak?4  taW  fo?  ^^^ind 
and  other  similar  Aay-fromhaml  ^'  ^''*^'  Parties, 
cost  involved  can  hardfy  ke^o  th?  t/^^  s^^^ht 
ere  and  the'varfmiQ      /  ^  ^  tenant  from  having  chSk- 

the  reSson?    Perhans^  i«  h'^'^  WhatTthen  is 

are  younger  tha'n'^h'os^'  of  the^S^^^^^  tenante;;children 

we  ownere  and  part-owners. 
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They  have  not  yet  so  generally  reached  the  age  at  which 
they  demand  these  indoor  games,  but  are  still  satisfied  with 
the  children's  games,  such  as  "Hunt  the  Thimble,"  for  whw^ 
even  such  inexpensive  equipment  as  a  checkerboard  is  not 
needed.  Perhaps  it  is  in  part  because  these  indoor  games  are 
accumulated  gradually,  coming  into  one  home  after  another 
and  staying  wherever  admission  is  once  gained,  so  that  the 
<dder  homes  more  frequently  have  them.  Neither  of  these 
reasons  furnishes  a  satisfactory  answer  to  the  question  nor 
do  both  give  a  full  solution.  If  these  reasons  did  give  the 
solution,  the  part-owners  should  stand  about  midway  between 
the  tenant  and  the  owner  in  the  matter  of  indoor  games  m- 
stead  of  standing  above  both.  «.    ,  a 

Card  games  such  as  authors,  rook,  flmcn,  somerset,  and 
those  requiring  ordinary  playing  cards  are  played  m  over  a 
third  of  all  homes— two  out  of  every  five  owner  homes,  halt 
the  part-owner  homes,  and  nearly  a  third  of  the  tenant  homes. 
Checkers  stand  next  in  popularity,  being  played  in  nearly  a 
third  of  the  homes.  Chess  is  played  in  only  one  out  of  every 
twenty  or  twenty-five  homes;  dominoes,  in  one  out  of  every 
thirty ;  and  board  games,  such  as  caroms  or  crokmole,  in  one 
out  of  every  six.  ^      ^  _  .  , 

Home  music. — Musical  instruments  of  some  kind  are 
found  in  nearly  three-fourths  of  the  liomes.  Four-fifths  of 
the  owners  and  part-owners  and  nearly  two-thirds  of  the  ten- 
ants have  them.  The  piano  is  the  most  popular  musical  in- 
strument, particularly  among  the  owners  and  part-owners, 
more  than  two-fifths  of  whom  have  pianos  as  compared  with  a 
little  more  than  a  quarter  of  the  tenants.  The  organ  and  the 
phonograph  divide  honors  almost  exactly  evenly  for  ^ond 
place  in  popularity  among  the  musical  instalments  found. 
Each  is  possessed  by  one  home  out  of  every  six.  Here  again 
tenants  stand  below  both  owners  and  part-owners,  as  they  do 
in  fact  in  the  case  of  every  musical  instrument.  The  violm 
is  found  in  about  one  home  out  of  every  fourteen  and  the  ac- 
cordion in  one  out  of  every  sixty.  The  accordion  might  rea- 
sonably have  been  expected  in  considerable  numbers  m  the 
Milligan  and  Stromsburg  areas  but  only  two  were  reported 
in  the  Stromsburg  area  notwithstanding  the  Swedish  origin 
of  its  people.   It  is  found  in  about  one  home  out  of  every  ten 

in  the  Milligan  area.  .  .  j- 

It  is  difficult  to  say  whether  or  not  this  increasing  disuse 
of  the  accordion  arises  from  a  conscious  desire  to  have  a  musi- 
cal instrument  more  generally  used  by  those  who  have  Uvea 
here  longer,  from  the  greater  ease  with  which  other  musica 
instruments  are  procured  on  the  market,  or  from  the  increaseu 
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Th-  „  ,  21.— MUSICAL  INSTRUMENTS 


musical  instru- 
Over  a  fifth  of 


fiSr^^in?  ^T^'""^  purchase  of  more  expensive 

ever,  be  of  reasonable  frequency  to  br^  uS^J^nS^?**^' 

ported  are  tliZ  nL-iHf  »}*"y-»"»n-nome  amusements  le- 
amuSSr^*  ^  "^-uteuqua,  and  miscellaneous 

nom^tm7amtem^^^ts.'%'S^^?^^ 

I  han  six  households  out  of  eve^  1^  Ttef^^l  T"" 
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the  advertising  gained  or  for  the  sake  of  immediate  sales. 
The  vast  majority  of  fair-goers,  however,  exhibit  nothing. 
They  attend  in  part  for  the  sake  of  learning  and  very  largely 
for  catered  or  other  amusements  or  for  the  sake  of  meeting 

old  friends  and  acquaintances.  Fair  managements  are  giving 
more  and  more  attention  to  banishing  objectionable  com- 
mercial amusements.  They  may  well  give  still  more  attention 
to  old  settlers'  days,  games  between  local  athletic  teams,  and 
addresses  which  mingle  instruction  with  inspiration  and 
amusement. 

The  fair  comes  at  a  time  of  year  when  farm  people  can 

best  cooperate  in  mass  amusements  because  work,  weather, 
and  road  conditions  favor  it  as  they  do  not  at  other  arsons. 
Community  play  days  might  well  be  fostered  at  this  time  of 
year  by  schools,  farm  bureaus,  churches,  granges,  and  other 

agencies.  ,      <.  .  ^ 

Picnics. — ^Picnics  are  a  fairly  close  second  to  fairs,  at- 
tracting the  members  of  four  households  out  of  every  five. 
They  should  be  of  more  frequent  occurrence  among  counW 
neighborhoods.  They  are  of  high  value  in  m^ng  country 
life  more  agreeable  to  both  old  and  young.  Young  people 
naturally  look  forward  with  much  pleasure  to  a  coming  picnic. 
It  is  for  them  an  important  event.  The  good  times  which 
they  enjoy  at  these  picnics  remain  with  them  ever  pleasant 
memories  q>f  country  life. 

Those  responsible  for  the  picnic  should  give  some  attention 
to  a  careful  plan  for  the  day's  outing  in  order  that  there 
may  be  plenty  of  games  and  other  wholesome  forms  of  amuse- 
ment to  keep  everybody  interested.  Everyone  if  possible 
should  be  made  to  feel  that  there  was  not  a  dull  moment 
during  the  time  spent  at  the  picnic. 

Parties.-— Nearly  three  households  out  of  every  five  re- 
port going  to  parties,  aside  from  dancing  parties.  The  party 
is  more  definitely,  formally,  and  purely  for  neighborhood  rec- 
reation than  most  of  the  other  amusements  studied,  me 
others  are  single  family  affairs  as  in  case  of  home  games  or 
larger  community  matters  as  in  case  of  fairs  and  all  the  otner 
away-from-home  attractions  studied.  Probably  part  of  tne 
dances  and  perhaps  some  of  the  picnics  were  also  neigbboi- 
hood  rather  than  community  in  scope. 

The  party  is  often  selective  even  within  a  neighborhood 
or  small  group  of  neighborhoods.  It  may  be  based  on  schooL 
class,  club,  or  family  relationship  groups  or  follow  other  Une^ 
of  cleavage.  It  is  of  ancient  and  honorable  Imeage  among 
farm  people. 
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ever,  take  the  fom  of  ^^''or  ^l^^Tl^A 


V       1  22.— COMMUNITY  AMUSEifCMTS 

holidays         ce^«or«wons  and  might  well  be  used  on  national 

houSs*wh1leTn1ra'.ixf*h^.r!Si^^  the 
variously  viewed    Soma        ^H?*  ««™es  may  be 

prof  ess  onSwhicnrptPiS^®  ^  commercialization  and 

''oth  to Xm  toV/v  fl^^^^  ^^""t^y  people 

ioin  tLf  ««?u-       .  P**y  ™»r  games  for  them.    Others  rp 

can  J  l'^'^^  a  .  £e 
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town  than  to  see  a  better  game  against  a  better  team  from  a 

irreater  distance.  «  ,    ,        ,   u  . 

Moving  pictures.— Nearly  half  of  the  households  report 
attending  moving  pictures— over  a  quarter  of  the  owners, 
nearly  three-fifths  of  the  part-owners,  and  over  halt  of  the 
tenants.  The  screen  is  a  great  power  for  good  or  evil  among 
farmers.  It  can  show  them  the  rest  of  the  world  and  can  show 
them  to  the  rest  of  the  world.  It  is  important  that  it  do 
both  wisely.  It  should  do  both  in  such  a  way  as  to  bring 
the  most  valuable  information,  inspiration,  and  amusement. 
It  should  never  foster  class  prejudice  or  any  other  evil  or  de- 
basing influence.  Only  healthy  class  consciousness  should 
result  but  this  necessitates  a  careful  selection  of  films. 

The  Chautauqua  and  other  amusements. — The  Chautau- 
qua is  prominently  mentioned  by  the  reports  from  a  number 
of  the  areas.  It  cannot  be  too  highly  commended  as  a  form 
of  recreation  and  amusement  eminently  adapted  to  the  needs 
of  farm  people.  In  the  Grant  area  school  shows,  basket  din- 
ners, suppers,  socials,  church  parties,  and  summer  vacations 
are  rather  frequent  sources  of  amusement.  In  this  area  bU 
per  cent  engage  in  hunting,  while  trapping,  fishing,  and  motor- 
ing are  also  reported.  u^«,« 

Tenure.— Part-owners  attend  these  away-from-home 
amusements  and  recreations  a  little  more  generally  than 


Fig  23.— THE  STREET  FAIR  OR  CARNIVAL 
Some  forms  of  commercialized  amuserneirts  take  m  the  community 

without  leaving  as  wholesome  effects  as  home-cmtered  •mnsementa. 
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SJSr«^^tt'S^'„?^^tij5---^  --"^  "ot  very 
by  more  t&n  halTthl  ta°a,  tf  fnd  «t<*nd3 
about  a  quarter  of  the  oCrs        P^'^^'^  but  by  only 

times  as  generally  as  thev  rfn  i«  i?  ^^^^^  ^^^'^  or  three 

They  doubtless  u^Snies^n^^^  own. 
some  extent  the  mSl  iS?tr.fmif^  ^^^^^^ps  to 

Ployers.  A  quarter  orthem  h^^^^  belon^nng  to  their  em- 
ers,  and  nearly  a  tenth  boaiS  tZ.f'i  f  ^  ^^^^h  check- 
thirty  has  chess.  Verv  few  havl  tn^^nf^'-^^^"  every 
than  accordions  and  pLnolraoh^^  v^^^^  mstruments  otheV 
reported  by  more  thLf  r^ixth  of  fh.  ^^-^T  ^'^re 
frequency  with  which  tL^  es^  J^^^  T""' 
ported  is  rather  surpri^  ""^^^^ 

thei?"S'  me^ en^ale'T^^V^^^  T^-^'  -^P-t  that 
Part-owners  moregSillv  LrtTf^  '^"'"^?'"^  amusements, 
or  tenants  and  th^  hlred^^^^^^^^  ^'^^'^^  owners 

away-from-home  SfuSenS  hrhh  ^T^'-^^K  P^^'^icipate  in 
or  tenants.    Three-fourths  of        i  ^^i "^^"^     ^'^^^^  owners 
more  than  two-thirds  go  to  picnfc  -  i^^^^^^^^^  men  attend  fairs; 
tend  moving  pictures^   Nea  irhil?  at?^^5^^  three-fifths  at- 
celebrations,  and  more  than  a  n.^^iL  games,  parties, 

one  in  every  fourteen  plavs  on?^^/  ^^^^""^  ^^"1^' 
man  attends-^celebrSs  and  tw^hfrH^^^^ff-  hired 
ers  ^id  c.rd  games  and  pat^^id^mo^fg  Cs^'"^^- 
Tf  u  amusement  and  recreation  fi  i,  ^^^ws. 

It  has  been  said  that  farmer^^^iH  n?P  v  ^^^^^ourased.— 
camouflage.  This  is  particiiTu-h  t  /  """^^  ""^^e**  »  work 
as  picnics  fostered  bv  foope;4th  e  Iv  T^^^  recreation  such 
enterprises  and  the  nicnics  anW  H  ^^^^^^^o/  or  other  similar 
ers'  Educational  an  rcToperaLvHf^f/^^^^  ^arm- 
Nebraska  are  largelv  economic   ^  "^^^"^  activities  in 

the  t"mS  recT^liS?  needs^^T"^  i  ^^^^^  of 
met.    Face-to-face  reLtio^^i^^^^  ^^^^t  fairly  well 

'^eings  in  the  coramunXrn7fhp  nnf  ^""''^  ""'V^  ^^^^  ^ellow- 
mgly  facihtated  by  telephones  m.ii  'T'^'^  ^^^^eas- 

roads,  and  other  meaiTrof  cmZ/, I  7- ^^n^^^'"  ^oads,  rail- 
communication  should  belsed  to  Z^^^^^^^^^  ^e«n«  of 
to  bring  about  better  cooperat  on  in^^l  -^^^TuP^^  ^"^  ^^^^es 
the  farm  classes  and  in  bSw  dnJ^^'^i"*^  Problems  of 
Other  recreation  needrWht^^ilST  ^'^^^f  PJ'^JUf^ice. 

met  if  more  fully  r^S by  thoi.  mnt?  ^^'^^     '""^h  l^^tter 

J'  taiii^ea  oy  those  most  concerned,  while  still 


V  S^S(MH  I.I  tl  »HN  ^^^H  MIH  _ 
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Fi,.  24.— A  WOLF  HUNT  ROUND-UP  .    v.    u  * 

others  can  be  met  only  by  a  greater  concerted  effort  on  the 
part  of  the  farm  people  and  their  leaders.  ^y^ontminna 
Reading,  radio,  home  games  and  music,  the  Chautauqua, 
lyceum  hunting,  and  the  family  automobile  trip  should  all 
be  encouraged-so  should  picnics,  celebrations,  and  good  we^l- 
selected  moving  picture  shows.    Group  singmg,  band  and 
orchestra  music  local  talent  plays,  literary  societies  including 
debates  and  telks  on  current  topics,  should  all  be  encouraged 
ThI  HterSy  society  offers  splendid  opportunities,  to  both 
old  and  young  for  a  general  good  time  and  for  training  thru 
taking  part  S  the  discussions  of  live  problems.    The  debate 
[s  especially  valuable  to  any  one  for  the  training  it  gives  him 
in  tWnkinI  out  the  two  sides  of  a  question,  m  weighing  the 
rK)ints  arising  from  each  side,  and  in  presentmg^in  the  most 
Effective  maimer  before  an  audience  the. side  which  he  a^o- 
cates    This  training  should  be  of  es]3ecial  value  to  farmers. 
Thiv  have  a  very  large  number  of  live  questions  which  they 
must  in  Tome  way  settle  for  themselves.    Why  should  they 
3  f om  debatini  societies  and  derive  pleasure  and  mutual 
hewSS^sfin  threshing  out  their  problems?    Rural  credit 
and^  marketing,  schools,  health,  and  other  matters  should  be 
discussed  by  local  speakers  and  outside  talent. 

For  many  of  the  recreations  named  above,  churches  and 
schoo^ouses  may  be  used.  Community  buildings  are  being 
iSd  f or  all-the-year  use.  The  chautauqua  or  fair  grounds 
may  be  used  for  certain  other  forms  of  recreation. 


,  V  U\  r  »v  I'i  IM    I  M  *IM  \Mt  )  il  t  N  ISSO  )   ^\  l\  l\  ^  I  I  SUM    |( »  I  >  I 


Nebraska  Farm  Tenancy 


43 


If  town  cousins  participate  in  the  open-country  recreations 
and  amusements,  they  may  get  a  better  understanding  of 
farm  problems  and  a  broader  class  sympathy.  Class  prej- 
udice and  class  ignorance  bring  only  bad  effects  upon  all. 
If  those  of  all  classes  eat,  play,  and  work  together,  all  will  be 
better  off. 
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Press,  Boston.    1912.    pp.  216. 
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Un?rN.  y""  mV"'  Col«»»>i« 
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,  £r**^'  Schoolhouses  and  Grounds  '  U  S  Bo~.. 

qfif'.i'''"""'        '^'■^  '^""""■y  School,  "scribner  N  Y  l<)n 
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IV  ZTT'  .fT"^"'^  ^"^'^  ^"^^"^^        Mate,  iata.  VoL 

IV.  Mo.  g.    Pmt.  of  N.  C.  Press,  Chapel  Hill.    1921.  pp<) 
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Issued"t"Fir«^r'^h,'^:?v^''"°''  ^ruck. 
Ohio.    1920.  "^  kX^8^  ^""^'"^^  ''"^  ^ 
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Roads,  Charles.  Rnral  Christendom.  American  Sunday  School 
Union,  Philadelphia.  1909. 
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Wilson,  Warren  H.  The  Church  and  the  Open  Country.  Mission- 
ary Educational  Movement,  N.  Y.    1911.    pp.  238. 
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